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The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) have been battling a large 

landslide known as Devil's Slide, on scenic highway 1 for the past 70 years. Devilôs 

Slide is a large composite landslide on the coast of Northern California, 15 miles 

south of San Francisco. The slide consists of a series of many shallow slides, debris 

flows, and rockfalls, within larger slides, within an even larger slide. The entire slide 

complex is approximately 2500 feet across and extends below sea level to the top 

of the coastal cliffs (approximately 900 feet in height). Numerous road closures have 

resulted in a large expense to the California Department of Transportation 

(Caltrans), significant inconvenience to local residents, and bankruptcies to local 

businesses. Recent road closures have occurred in 1980, 1982, 1995, and 2006. 

Each of these closures lasted 4 to 5 months. A proposed tunnel (two single lane 

bores, ~ 4,300 feet long) is being constructed currently to bypass this section of 

State Route 1. The tunnel is scheduled for completion and opening in mid-2011.
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